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CHRIS HEINTZ: LIGHT AIRCRAFT DESIGN HISTORY
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ZENITH CH 200
1970

ZENITH CH 250

CH 300 TRI-Z

CH 400 - 4 SEAT

CH 2000 ZENITH CH 2000 

MC-12 ‘Cricket’ Kit (Colomban)

CH 50 MINI-Z

ZODIAC CH 600 ZODIAC CH 601 UL / HD

Super ZODIAC CH 601 HDS

ZIPPER Ultralight

GEMINI CH 620

CH 100 MONO-Z

CH 150 Acro-Z

CH 180 Super Acro-Z
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Production

Design Relationship
Continuing Development

Chris Heintz (1938-2021) 
Aircraft design and 
certification experience from 
Avions Robin (France). 
Engineering experience from 
Aerospatiale & de Havilland.
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STOL CH 701 STOL CH 7012001: SP model

ALL-METAL AIRCRAFT FLOATS Floats manufactured and marketed by Aircraft Float Manufacturing (AFM)

ZODIAC XL

4-seat, manufactured by Zenair Ltd.

4-seat utility airplane, manufactured by Zenair Ltd.

STOL CH 750

CH 750 Super Duty

ZODIAC   CH 650E ULM

ZENITH
CH 650

Lighter European model

CH 801

ZODIAC XL S-LSA

CH 640

CH 601

CH 750

Chris Heintz design book: Flying On Your Own Wings 
A Complete Guide to Understanding Light Airplane Design

Zenith Aircraft Company produces kit aircraft under license.  www.zenithair.com     www.zenith.aero

CH 650

Cruzer
CH 750 CRUZER

Super Duty

SkyJeep

2021 2022 ’23

Zenith Aircraft Company formed in 1992 to market and manufacture Heintz kits in USA

Formation of the Chris Heintz Foundation, 
Inc. in 2023 to further the work of the 
designer, in ongoing education of his designs 
and advocacy of homebuilt kit aircraft.


